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graduations on the arm, when on looking through the diopter 
the star will fall within the field of observation. 

This instrument will doubtless be welcomed as an excellent 
means of getting an insight, especially when stars of smaller 
magnitude are concerned. 


The Greatest Ocean Depth. 


We gather from the “Geographical Journal that a depth 
surpassing all previous records has been sounded by the German 
survey-ship Planet, 40 nautical miles east of Northern Mindanao. 
The depth obtained was 9780 metres, or 5348 fathoms, and the 
sounding was obtained under conditions which permit the iuilest 
confidence in its accuracy, while a determination or bottom 
temperature and a sample of the sea-bottom at the spot were 
also secured. The greatest depth previously known was that 
found by the American ship Nero, near Guam, in loyy, which 
was fixed at 5268 fathoms. This has now been exceeded, there¬ 
fore, by 80 fathoms. 



